
***PRESS RELEASE***
Restore Mental Health Education Funding

Michigan Education Justice Coalition Demands Full Funding For Student Mental Health

WHAT: Michigan Education Justice Coalition (MEJC) applauds the Legislature for approving an
additional $125 million in mental health funding in the 2024 Supplemental Budget.

Earlier this morning, parents and community members from across the State along with the
Michigan Education Justice Coalition (MEJC) delivered petitions at the Michigan State Capitol to
Senator Darrin Camilleri, Representative Regina Weiss, Sen. Sarah Anthony, Rep. Angela
Witwer, Sen. Winnie Brinks, Rep. Joe Tate, and Governor Whitmer.

While we are genuinely grateful for the increased funding, there is still a $4.5 billion gap in
education funding after decades of underinvesting in Michigan schools. Our network will
continue to advocate for fully funded schools, including restoration of $300 million in mental
health funding included in last year’s budget, with at least 50% of these funds to be restricted to
use for mental health to meet the needs of our children in schools.

DATE: Wednesday, September 25, 2024

WHY: Michigan children, still recovering from a pandemic, are behind in basic skills like reading,
traumatized by school shootings, and suffering from inadequately funded schools. Students
have been struggling with their mental health and desperately need resources at their schools.
Previously, the budget allocated $300 million annually under line item called 31aa for mental
health and school safety. Our children deserve fully funded schools including restoration of $300
million for student mental health.

CONTACT:
Kath Nitz
Kath@miedjustice.org
248-633-6976

Trina Tocco
(269) 873-1000

https://www.michiganedjustice.org
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/tell-michigan-electeds-to-restore-mental-health-funds?link_id=0&can_id=6b8b9d5bc5abdec64da793cfa2bf2b74&source=email-tell-mi-legislators-give-our-mental-health-money-back-2&email_referrer=email_2454620&email_subject=tell-mi-legislators-give-our-mental-health-money-back
https://martinwaymire.app.box.com/s/pgmhb4uhhpi90z6zygtm0mq7rw3ys4y6
https://www.chalkbeat.org/detroit/2024/08/28/2023-mstep-results-show-third-and-fourth-graders-behind-compared-to-peers/
https://www.bridgemi.com/guest-commentary/opinion-safest-small-city-america-no-more


The Michigan Education Justice Coalition is a statewide network committed to advocating for
equitable public education policies and funding to create safe and healthy learning
environments. We envision a Michigan where public schools get the support they need,
strengthening communities and making them better places to live for all of us.

https://www.michiganedjustice.org

