Role of Michigan Governor in Education Fact Sheet

Role of the Governor in Education
-

General
-

-

-

The governor has the power to create new or revised policies that affect our K-12
schools for years to come. Some of their direct influences over education include,
but are not limited to:
- Appointing members of the Michigan Department of Education
- Filling vacancies on the State Board of Education
- Making budget recommendations
- Transferring funds between the School Aid Fund (SAF) and General Fund
We must ensure the future governor holds our values so we can continue to work
towards equitable schools.

Elections
-

There is an upcoming gubernatorial election on November 8, 2022.
Term lasts 4 years and is limited to two terms.

History of Governors in Education (See here for more detail)
-

-

-

-

John Engler (1991-2003)
- Encouraged the decision to allow charter schools. He believed they would create
competition and improve public schools, but instead the opposite occurred.
Charter schools typically perform at or below traditional public school standards.
- Passed Proposal A to reduce financial disparities. However, state policymakers
failed to adequately distribute these funds based on cost differentials.
- Took property tax funding out of schools without allowing enough to establish
alternative funding.
Jennifer Granholm (2003-2011)
- Created Michigan Merit Curriculum with little evidence of positive change in
student achievement.
- Created No Worker Left Behind so the state could pay tuition for
unemployed/underemployed citizens to go to technical schools or community
college. Stopped funding in 2010.
Rick Synder (2011-2019)
- Abolished cap that limited the number of charter schools. This allowed them to
replicate failure without supervision.
- Used Education Achievement Authority which directly harmed Detroit Public
Schools by implementing faulty learning models and hiring under-qualified
teachers.
Gretchen Whitmer (2019-?)
- Created CARES Act to allocate $65 million in federal Coronavirus Aide, Relief,
and Economic Security to school districts/higher education.
- Recently passed a $17 billion spending bill that ensures every school district will
get the same baseline funding of $8,700 per pupil.

